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OVERVIEW 



1. The ambient concentration data and the quality assurance data are 
completely submitted to AQS, and that 

2. The ambient data are accurate to the best of his or her knowledge 
taking into consideration the quality assurance findings.  

 

Interpretation: 
The agency is formally asserting that the all the required data have been submitted 

to AQS and have been through the data validation process and are accurate. 

DATA CERTIFICATION 



DATA SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 



• New “Monitoring Rule”  
– Effective date: April 27, 2016 
– 2016 data certification (May 1, 2017) 

• Only applies to criteria pollutants using FRM/FEM methods 
– Excludes PM2.5 speciation, met data, and most PAMS data 
– No longer need to submit AMP 450NC – “ Non Criteria Pollutant 

Quicklook Report” 
– New requirement to submit PM2.5 flow rate verifications to AQS 

 

CHANGES TO CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
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DATA CERTIFICATION ROLES 







Precision 

National Bias 

Flow Rate Bias Site Specific Information 



• Late Submittal of Ambient Data 
– Impossible to upload precision/accuracy data associated with particular 

instrument 

• Mismatch POC (parameter occurrence code) 
– POC that is assigned to samplers is not the same as the one used for data 

upload 

• Improper  start/end dates 
– When a monitor does not have the correct START or END dates, AQS will 

incorrectly tag the monitor has having “incomplete” data, both ambient and 
precision/accuracy. 

• Incomplete Flow rate verifications (FRV) 
– New requirement is for all FRV for all PM samplers be in AQS.  
– Set up automatic or manually upload on a quarterly basis. 

 

COMMON ISSUES 



• Since data validation relies on all aspects of air monitoring, the 
stronger the program, the easier data certification will be. 
– Site operator review of QC checks 
– QA staff review of audits 
– Review of AQS submittal and reports (i.e AMP 256 reports) 
– Coordination on changes  

• Close out dates for monitors in AQS 
• Checking POC codes are correct when methods are changes 
• Strategic  

• If criteria are not met, a justification must be provided explaining 
the specifics of that particular criteria. 

 

TROUBLESHOOTING/BEST PRACTICES 



• Used as a tool to evaluate data quality objectives and other 
QA requirements 

• Region 9 will not be setting certification concurrence flags 
• Important flags: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

EPA INTERPRETATION & USE 

Flag Brief Description 
U Uncertified (not submitted) 
S Submitted 
M Modified (data have been changed) 



• Reviewed as part of the annual network plan process 
• Included in the docket for any regulatory action 

– Provides framework for evaluation of compliance with EPA regulations and 
guidance. 

– All actions are found at regulations.gov 

• Important that information is complete, accurate, and meets the 
requirements, as these documents are part of the public record 
– Potential for public comment on the validity or usability of the data 
 

 

EPA INTERPRETATION & USE 



• http://www.epa.gov/ttnamti1/qacert.html 
– Data Certification Flag Values 
– Ambient Air Monitoring Data Certification Q&A for CY2016 
– Additional Information Related to the AMP600 Data 

Certification process 
• Breakout Session  

– Quality Assurance & Data Management A  
– Data Validation and Certification Exercise 

• 1:45 pm 
• 3:30 pm 

 
 
 

RESOURCES 

http://www.epa.gov/ttnamti1/qacert.html
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